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be sure that desirable attitudes are being acquired at the
same time that the students grow in knowledge.
Interests. — Trends in interest from age to age have been
studied to a greater extent than the way in which interests
function in the lives of children. The same underlying
interest may be manifested in different ways. As a child
matures, his medium of expression varies and
the energy expressed as "interest" is poured successively into different
molds related to the same drive.43
Superstitious Beliefs. — Elementary school children believe
many popular superstitions. In general, younger pupils
accept more superstitions than older pupils; girls, more than
boys. Many of their erroneous beliefs are acquired through
friends. Several groups studied did not seem to lose many
of their unfounded beliefs as a result of their education or
their maturity.
SOCIAL    CHARACTERISTICS
Children early become aware of other persons. They are
sensitive to prestige, ridicule, and social status long before
they can express themselves on these points. In the pre-
school years fear of failure, embarrassment, and loss of pres-
tige begin to be evident and tend to increase in many
environments. During preadolescent years, with sufficient
environmental stimulation, team spirit, class spirit, and gang
loyalty may be developed.
The word gang has an'unsavory connotation which ap-
pears to be justified. Thrasher 44 pointed out that the gang
appeals to boys as an escape from humdrum existence and
insofar as it does furnish excitement and adventure, it makes
adjustment to adult routine existence difficult. Thus, it
has a demoralizing effect rather than a constructive socializ-
ing effect. Boys' Clubs, if substituted for Boys' Gangs,
would meet the boys' need for adventure and, at the same
48 Jones and Burks, op. cit.f p. 66.
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edition). Chicago: University of; Chicago Press, 1936.

